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"We gather here today to celebrate the marriage of 

Sally Jo Addicott to Gregory E. McKelvey. Dear friends 
and family, I am honored to join these two long-time sweet-
hearts to commence their lifelong journey into a bright and 
exciting venture exploring life, love, and family. We know 
not where they will go nor what they may encounter, try, 
test, or experience; however, we know they will do it to-
gether. "These and other words spoken in a Palo Alto 
church on June 6, 1965, formalized a marriage, a friend-
ship, and mutual respect of two young people some fifty-
nine years ago.    
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Time tested our resolve,  strained but strengthened 

our love, fortified our caring, and constructed our mutual 
respect while growing as people, friends, and lovers. Each 

Fifty-Nine Years 



grew as an individual and together as a couple. We lived in 
Lancaster, Pa., Salt Lake City, Utah, Tucson, Arizona, Spo-
kane, Washington, Tucson again, Santiago Chile, Scottsdale, 
then Peoria, Arizona, years in Pine, Arizona, and back to Tuc-
son. Some of the most rewarding times were in Chile, where 
we learned more about ourselves being in another culture.  

 

Sally's art blossomed from sewing, fashion design, 
paintings, textiles, weaving & quilting to design and superb 
camera work. About one-third of our marriage passed, with 
one of us being away on business or working in distant places. 
We raised raised two beautiful daughters and enjoyed bright-
ened homecomings and special unplanned times together. 
Trips we did take: Hawaii, Galapagos, Macho Peachu, Easter 
Island, Torre del Pinie, South Africa, India, New Zealand, Bo-
livia, Costa Rica, jungles in Brazil, Argentina, Canada, Mexi-
co, Nambia, Easter Island, Botswana, Ecuador, most Western 



United States National and State parks, and every state in 
the USA.    

 

Sally is the artist, me the science guy. She sees 
form, color, feeling, and comfort; I look for solutions and 
reasons. Yet I learned of my artistic and caring sides from 
her and how to give unconditionally. Opposites do offer 
complementary perspectives.   No chat about marriage 
does not include, "What is your secret?". It is not a secret! 
I worry when people ask that. Is caring, giving, compro-
mising, respecting, listening, forgiving, building on the 
positives, and learning from conflict a secret?   We do not 
talk about religion or politics. We do not try to influence 
others; each opinion needs respect and privacy. We reject 
hate.  

 
We spent almost 1/3 of our married life apart, not 

estranged, but apart for work. How is that positive, you 
ask? We know the essential things we missed while away, 
and we gave space to each other to be both solid individu-
als and a caring couple. We agreed on more things than we 
disagreed. Our values grew as one, and we learned when to 
help and when to provide space. We always try to listen to 
the other point of view and be in their shoes, so to say. We 
learned this in Chile while living in someone else's culture. 
Judge our words not on what we say but as others may 
hear them.   

 

I have loved this lady since our first dance in 8th 
grade. Married before entering graduate school, we know, 
care, and respect each other. Fifty-nine years after our 
wedding, we still tease, laugh, help, care, and remain deep-
ly in love. Age arrives with new challenges, yet our foun-
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dation prepares us to address each other and support each 
other. 

We will celebrate together in private. Abandoned 
for this year are the zip line, bungee jumping, bull riding, 
tag team shopping, running a marathon in the baking de-
sert, annual window washing, midnight street racing, the 
trip to the space station, or waiting in line at Costco. We 
know of no Hallmark anniversary symbols for this mile-
stone; that can wait another year. 

 

Facing dementia, Crohn's, arthritis, kidney dis-
ease, ostioperos, carcinoma, and other aging ailments, we 
support and care together. Our strength from 59 years 
together is enormous and more than enough to deal with 
whatever passes our way. 

     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


